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Abstract Summary

This study analyses the impact of the Bono Social Eléctrico (BSE) on energy poverty in Spain
during the period 2021-2023, using microdata from the Spanish Living Conditions Survey
(ECV by its Spanish acronym) and applying the Propensity Score Matching (PSM)
methodology. Unlike previous research, the treated group is defined as households that
actually received the bonus, while the control group consists of eligible households that did
not apply for it, allowing a more precise evaluation of the true effect of the subsidy. Four
indicators of energy poverty are examined: inability to maintain an adequate indoor
temperature, arrears in bill payments, excessive energy expenditure (2M), and insufficient
energy expenditure (M/2). Results show that the BSE has a positive and significant effect
only on reducing excessive energy expenditure, particularly among eligible households, but
it does not improve thermal comfort nor reduce payment arrears. In addition, the study
identifies access barriers for the most vulnerable households, especially those with low
income and low educational attainment. The findings suggest that the social tariff functions
more as a monetary transfer than as an effective tool against energy poverty. The paper
proposes reforms to improve its design and accessibility.
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